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This is the world we now live in. 
 
Social media dominates the national news cycle, and we’re no 
different here in Berkley. Regardless of the issue, when it 
comes to social media, most folks draw a line in the sand and 
line up on either side. Some just post information for, or 
against, their desired outcome. Some prefer snarky 
comments. Some like to use images.  Some, like me, are 
“lurkers.” I peruse the pages, read the comments (with my 
popcorn.gif) and watch the fireworks.  
  
 

Every now and again I’ll post something on my personal page when I feel it’s the 
easiest way to disseminate information, but I rarely go into the comments section 
because I don’t think it’ll end well for me.  
 

Although it may not be my favored form of communication, I respect that it is for 
many others. I can completely appreciate the utility of social media for pushing 
out news. 
                                                                       (See Mayor’s Message, page 3) 

Message from the Mayor 
Daniel Terbrack 

City Manager’s Office 
Matt Baumgarten 

 
I’d like to thank all of the Berkley residents and voters who 
attended the town hall meetings to hear important information 
about the upcoming ballot proposals. Each town hall meeting 
helps us understand what residents want to know about these 
proposals and we are grateful for the opportunity to provide that 
information. If you have not yet joined us for a community 
conversation, the next one is October 11, 2018 at 6:30 pm at the 
Public Safety Building. 
 

I also want to thank those residents who have asked me if the 
city can afford a new Community Center and the long-term cost 
required to maintain a larger facility. The city is in a good 
financial position to cover the expenses. 

 

 

Our strategy will be to use high-quality, durable materials in the construction of the 
building to keep maintenance costs as low as possible. We have also laid out a 50-year 
equipment replacement schedule to properly plan and budget for expenses well in 
advance of when these funds are needed. If approved, the intent is to invest the 
necessary resources to ensure the new Community Center will serve Berkley for 
generations to come. 
 
Residents have also asked about the city’s approach to address infrastructure needs, 
and if the 2 mills can be used to repair or construct city buildings. The question of 
buildings is an easy one to answer: “No.” We have mapped out a 10-year strategy to 
confirm priorities and scope of work year by year. Two mills generate about $1.14 
million per year. 
                                                                         (See City Manager, page 5) 

Stay Connected!    

Sign up for Berkley email updates to 
receive the monthly city newsletter,  
alerts related to water main breaks, 
road construction, and snow 

emergencies and other important 
notices. Sign up by sending an email 
to communications@berkleymich.net. 
Please put Newsletter Subscription in 
the subject line 
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Public Works 
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City Clerk 

Downtown Development Authority 

Scheduled Meetings: 

At Berkley City Hall 
City Council 7 PM 

October 8th 

October 22nd 

 
 

Planning Commission  
7:30 PM 

October 23rd 

ZBA 7:30 PM 
October 8th 

Watch City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings live on the city's 

website or on cable. (WOW-ch. 10, 
Xfinity-Ch. 17). These meetings are 
also available, on-demand, on the 
city's YouTube channel 3-4 days. 
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Public Works 
  

Yard Waste: Yard waste collection information, including the full schedule, is posted on the city website. Pickup of yard 
bags or labeled trash cans runs through November 30th (50 lbs. limit). New for 2018, residents do not need to purchase 
yard tags. 

Chipper Service: During the off-season (October to March), there is not a set schedule for the chipper route/brush pick-
up. DPW crews will be assisting during this time and the chipper will be deployed depending on workload, brush volumes, 
and storms. As a reminder, the chipper service is for branches over 4' in length and over 2" in diameter. Smaller branches 
must be placed in yard waste bags/cans for free weekly pickup up until November 30th. Residents should continue to 
contact the DPW if chipper service is needed (248-658-3490). 

Containers Available: 96-gallon trash toters (cans) can be purchased at the DPW office for $60 each. These are wheeled 
cans with attached lids that are dumped mechanically by the City refuse hauler. 

Waste Wizard: SOCRRA has recently released the "Waste Wizard" online directly for how to dispose of various materials.  
Please see www.socrra.org for more details. 

Any questions please refer to the City website at www.berkleymich.org or call the Berkley DPW at 248-658-3490. 

 

Parks and Recreation 

Special Events 

Tale on the Trail 
Thursday, October 25th, at Jaycee Park 
Staggered start times begin at 6 pm 
*Dress up in your Halloween costume 
*Please bring a bag for candy 

Berkley Boo Fest 
Monday, October 29th, at the Community Center 
$7 per person 
Staggered start times beginning at 5 pm every 15 
minutes (limited to 20 people per start time) 
*Registration opens October 1st 

Adult programs beginning this month: 
Boot Camp 
CPR/AED/First Aid 
Hunter Safety 
Parent-Child Yoga 
Sanchin Ryu Karate for Adults & Teens 14 & Up 
Self Defense for Women 
Yoga Blend 

Zumba 
 

*Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs 
and view ongoing fitness classes that available this 
month. 

 

 

Youth programs beginning this month: 

 Babysitter Safety 

 Babysitting/Home Alone 

 Family Fun Hour 

 Jump-A-Rama Gymnastics 

 Jump-A-Rama Little Ninjas 

 Jump-A-Rama Tumble Tots 

 Parent and Tot Gym Time 

 Sanchin Ryu Karate for Families 

 Sanchin Ryu Karate- Grades K-8 

 Self Defense for Children 

 Drop-In Play Time (Mondays - ongoing 9-11am) 

*Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs 

Senior Trips 

MGM Casino 
Date: Thursday, October 18th 
Time: 10 am 
Cost: $10 

Lunch Outings: Camp Ticonderoga 
Date: Thursday, October 25th 
Time: 11:30 am 
Cost: $6 (lunch on your own)   

To register for programs online, please visit 
Berkley.maxgalaxy.net  and create an account. For more 
information, call (248) 658-3470. 

 

http://www.socrra.org/
http://www.berkleymich.org/
Berkley.maxgalaxy.net
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City Offices 
Hours of Operation 

City Hall: 
Monday - Friday 
8:30 AM - 5 PM  

**Closed from 1 PM -2 PM 

Department of Public 
Works:  

Monday - Friday 
7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Berkley Public Library  

Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM 
Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM 
Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM 

Sun: Closed 

Community Center Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

  8:30 AM to 5 PM 
  (call for evening and 

weekend hours) 

 

 

Some of the most popular displays in the Berkley Historical Museum are the Berkley 
High School class photos that are on display. The earliest is from 1928. The mature 
looking students in this photo are from 1931. The museum also has a large collection 
of high school yearbooks and all sorts of objects that came out of Berkley High School 
and other Berkley schools. Come relive your schools days and share your memories 
with us. 

 

The Berkley Historical 
Museum is located in the 
Historic Fire Hall, 3338 
Coolidge Highway. 

The museum is open to 
the public most 
Wednesdays from 10 am 
to 1 pm and most 
Sundays from 2-4 pm. 

 

 

Historical Museum 

 

 
Mayor’s Message continued from page 1 

 

I can appreciate Facebook for keeping people in touch with family and friends. I love seeing pictures of my nieces on Instagram. I 

use Twitter as my primary source for sports news.  

 

There are a number of great Berkley pages that do a tremendous job of keeping our residents informed about events, news, and 

updates.  But, on occasion, some resort to personal attacks because of different beliefs or frustration, which breeds negativity and 

emotional reactions. Groupthink and bullying far too often become the norm. People leave pages, get kicked off pages, or start 

their own pages with the expressed goal of alienating those that they feel alienated them. 

 

When did having opinions become such a bad thing? Why do we immediately go on the defensive when someone posts 

something counterintuitive to our point of view? It happens every day across our country, and unfortunately, in Berkley as well. 

 

In my humble opinion, I think it has trickled down from Washington and Lansing. Politics has become completely polarized. You’re 

either on the left or the right, and the middle is vacant. Our two-party system is broken. Elected officials are too concerned with 

getting reelected and have lost sight of why they were elected in the first place. Every decision should not be based strictly on 

party lines, but that seems to be case. 

 

How does this apply to Berkley? As you’re probably aware, we have two proposals on the November ballot. No, we should not be 

defined as “for” or “against” either and labeled as such for Facebook battles. Some pages and groups have popped up on both 

sides of the ballot questions that do a tremendous job of providing information - and that’s great! Unless someone disagrees … 

 

In November, every resident will have the opportunity to cast her/his vote on the two proposals, and that is what ultimately 

matters. Regardless of the outcome, we need to be able to move forward as a community - not as enemies. 

 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
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        What’s Up Downtown!   

To quote Richard Murphy, a program coordinator with 

the Michigan Municipal League (MML), 

“A road diet takes a wide road and skinnies it down — or, 

at least, skinnies down the amount of space devoted to 

moving vehicles by quickly. The goal is a more balanced 

street: one that provides not just for the orderly 

movement of through traffic, but also supports access by 

people on the sidewalk, people on bikes, people getting 

on a bus, people parking their cars and going into a 

store, people unloading delivery trucks. In short, a street 

that works for, rather than against, the area around it.” 

That is what we want for Coolidge Highway from 11 Mile 

to 12 Mile – a street that balances space for cars, 

pedestrians, shoppers, and cyclists. 

Coolidge and 12 Mile Road are Berkley’s commercial 

district streets – we call the area they encompass 

“Downtown Berkley.” Downtown Berkley is home to over 

50 independent small retail businesses and restaurants, 

not to mention a number of independently owned health, 

beauty and fitness businesses. For a city our size, this 

collection of specialty businesses is exceptional. Believe it 

or not, Downtown Berkley’s small business niche is 

something many other communities long for. 

That makes Downtown Berkley special. And, we need to 

nurture business district attributes that make us distinctly 

different from the communities around us. How do we do 

that? Well, on 12 Mile we’re somewhat constricted by 

what we can do because 12 Mile Road is controlled by 

the Road Commission of Oakland County. BUT, Coolidge 

is our road. No one outside of Berkley can tell us what to 

do with it. And, by “skinnying” it down, and creating a 

more balanced street, we create a more unique space 

where our small businesses can thrive. 

You may be skeptical about our Coolidge business 

district, but have you been there lately to see the 

number of very cool specialty businesses we have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berkley Eyewear, Vitrine Gallery & Gifts, June and 

December, Lake Home Décor, MHG Jewelry, Michigan 

Sports Gallery, Elwin’s, Sugar Kisses, Jenna in White, 

Atomic Dawg, Holy Cannoli’s, and J’s Sports Bar & Grill are 

just a sampling. And, this is only the area between Catalpa 

and Edgewood. And, there are a slew of other great 

businesses south of Catalpa to 11 Mile that are just as 

compelling. 

By decreasing the number of lanes on Coolidge Highway 

from four travel lanes to three, we slow traffic, we make 

the street safer for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers, we 

increase the number of on-street parking spaces, and we 

create a district that people feel comfortable driving “to” 

rather than driving “through.” 

What’s another advantage? By reducing the number of 

lanes and the width of the lanes (wider lanes lead to more 

crashes than narrow lanes) we can increase the depth of 

the parking spaces and add 5’ bike lanes. 

All that is very cool, but want to know one of the things we 

are most excited about? With deeper parking spaces we 

have the ability to create parklets – parking spaces that are 

turned into pedestrian spaces. Parklets will create fun public 

spaces and add activity to the corridor, offering even more 

reasons for drivers to pull over and enjoy the Coolidge 

experience. 

No doubt about it, change is hard. But, there is a slew of 

research behind the economic effectiveness of making 

streets “skinnier” and we need to do whatever we can to 

encourage what makes us different than every town around 

us to support our great independent small businesses. 

Vibrant communities also understand the concept of sharing 

– from the swing set at the community park to a tool a 

neighbor needs – sharing builds connections and weaves a 

community together into a place where people want to be. 

We often don’t think how important it is in a community to 

also think about sharing road space. William H. Whyte once 

said, “The street is the river of life of a city, the place where 

we come together, the pathway to the center.” 

(Continued on page 5) 

  

 

 
 

 

Road Diets – A Silly Name But Huge Assets to Community Well-Being 
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Your Berkley, Your Vote 

 
Capital Improvement Millage  

Town Hall Meeting 

 
Mark your calendars and attend a Town Hall Meeting 
on Thursday, October 11th, to discuss the Capital 
Improvement Project Millage.  The meeting will be 
held at the Public Safety Building, 2395 W. Twelve 
Mile, from 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM. 

 
For information about the funding proposal, visit 

www.yourberkleyyourvote.org. 
 
 

 

The DDA’s goal is to make Coolidge Highway and eventually 

12 Mile Road a place that is comfortable for everyone. 

These two pathways lead to the center of our community 

and we want them to be public places where everyone feels 

safe – whether it’s pedestrians, cyclists, or drivers. That 

goal can be accomplished through the simple principle of 

sharing. 

 

A first step in achieving this goal is the reduction of traffic 

lanes on Coolidge from four to three – a northbound lane, a 

southbound lane, and a dedicated center turn lane. This is 

frequently referred to as a “road diet” because it “trims” the 

width of the travel lanes on a street. This lane 

reconfiguration will give us the opportunity to add two 5’ 

bike lanes as well as an estimated 38 additional parking 

spaces. 

 

The results of this sharing of road space will create a street 

that is more livable and vibrant by promoting safety (a 

projected 30% decrease in traffic accidents!), increased 

pedestrian and bike activity, and elevated commercial 

activity for our many small businesses. If you’d like to learn 

more about the benefits of sharing as it relates to Coolidge 

Highway, visit www.downtownberkley.com/coolidge-

highway/. 

 

Learn more about our merchants and businesses, district 

events, and the DDA at www.DowntownBerkley.com. 

Our “Roadmap to Better Infrastructure” (available at 

YourBerkleyYourVote.org) explains how the city will invest 
the 2 mills into roads, water mains, sewer pipes, sidewalks, 

storm water management elements, catch basins, 

sidewalks, storm water management elements, catch 
basins, service line replacements, gate valves, manhole 

structures, restoration of the greenbelts or others needs 

associated with road reconstruction or rehabilitation. 

 
Road reconstruction projects will include examination, 

repair and/or replacement of water and sewer 
infrastructure as needed. In general, project priorities will 

be based on PASER ratings, road surface conditions, age 

and history of water infrastructure and hydrant flows. Initial 
projects (2019-2020) may involve citywide maintenance for 

roads rated good to fair. Roughly every other year, a half-

mile stretch of road will be reconstructed or rehabilitated 
based on the established priorities. 

 

I hope residents will continue to closely consider the 
potential value these proposals can bring to our community. 

Most of all, I hope debates about these funding proposals 

among residents remain constructive and respectful of 
differing opinions. No matter the outcome in November, we 

are and will continue be a wonderful community of friends 

and neighbors. 

City Manager continued from page 1 Berkley DDA continued from page 4 

 
 

 
 
Key information for the November 6, 2018 election is listed 
below: 
 
 October 9 - last day to register for the November general 

election 

 November 3 – Clerks Office open for election business, 9 
AM – 2 PM. 

 November 5 - Electors qualified to obtain absent voter 
ballot for the November general election can vote in 
person in the City Clerk’s Office by 4 PM 

 November 6 –Election Day, polls open from 7 AM until 8 
PM 

 

Poling locations: 
 

Precinct 1 City Hall 

Precinct 2 Rodgers Elementary School 

Precinct 3 Berkley High School 

Precinct 4 Community Center 

Precinct 5 Angell School 

Precinct 6 Pattengil School 

Precinct 7 Berkley High School 

 
The Clerk's Office is accepting applications for election 
workers. To apply, visit at www.berkleymich.org or pick up an 
application at City Hall. 
 

 
City Clerk’s Office 

http://www.yourberkleyyourvote.org/
http://www.downtownberkley.com/coolidge-highway/
http://www.downtownberkley.com/coolidge-highway/
http://www.downtownberkley.com/
http://www.yourberkleyyourvote.org/
http://www.berkleymich.org/
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
90th Birthday Celebration 
2018 is a milestone year for the library! We were 
established in 1928 so that means it's time to have a 90th 
birthday party for the library! We hope you'll be able to join 
us on Thursday, October 11th, from 7-9 pm to celebrate 
this milestone. This fun evening for all ages will include live 
jazz, a balloon artist, and birthday party hats! And what 
would a birthday party be without some cake?! This 
birthday celebration is sponsored and organized by the 
Friends of the Berkley Public Library. To prepare for the 
celebration, the library will close at 5 pm on Thursday, 

October 11th. 
 
Friends Book Sale 
The Friends of the Library will host their fall book sale at 
the Berkley Public Library on October 18th (4-8 pm), 
October 19th (10 am to 6 pm) and October 20th (10 am to 
3 pm). Proceeds benefit the Friends and their support of 
the library! 
 
ADULTS  
 
An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Thursday, October 3rd, at 6:30 pm 
This introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of 
the present moment, the most important time of our lives. 
We will start with a short introduction followed by a 30 
minute guided, sitting meditation, and then close the 
session with questions, answers and interesting 
experiences. Session led by Greg Sherburn. 
 
Copper Miners: Trials and Tribulations in 1913 in 
Michigan’s Copper Country 
Tuesday, October 9th, at 6:30 pm 
Presented by Donna Simons, author of Copper Empire: a 
novel about the Copper County labor strike in 1913.  Learn 
about the dangers of working in a copper mine, the nine 
month labor strike, the strike outcome, and how the strike 
led to a tragedy that forever changed the Copper Country. 
 
Sister Pie! Book Talk and Book Signing 
Tuesday, October 30th at 6:30 pm 
Sister Pie, located in Detroit's West Village, is one of the 
best bakeries in the Detroit area. Sister Pie's owner, Lisa 
Ludwinski, will talk about her brand new cookbook (out 
October 2nd!), the background of Sister Pie, and we may 
even have a sample of their delicious baked goods. There 
will be books to purchase and Lisa will sign books after her 
talk. Registration required by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 
Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, October 9th, at 12:30 pm 
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue 
 
Berkley Reading Society 
Thursday, October 18th at 6:30 pm 
Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury 

TEENS 

Paper Circuits 
Tuesday, October 23rd, at 4 pm 
Play around with electricity at the library! Use everyday 
materials to create an electrical circuit you can take home. 
Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

YOUTH 

Family Craft: Mummy Candles 
Thursday, October 4th, at 6:30 pm 
Wrap a mason jar in gauze and transform it into a cute 
mummy! Then put a candle inside for a great seasonal 
decoration. This is for ages 4 and up. Register by calling 
(248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

Family Evening Storytime 
Monday, October 15th at 6:30 pm 
Come read, sing, and play with us! Stories and activities 
will target ages 2-6, but children of any age and their 
grown-ups and siblings are welcome. 

Tale on the Trail Kickoff at Jaycee Park 
Thursday, October 25th, at 6 pm 
Come out to Jaycee Park for a fun evening of stories and 
play, as we unveil the newest Tale on the Trail picture 
book. Costumes are encouraged, and there will be candy! 
To make sure all the kids get to see the pictures, we will 
lead groups of children through the story at the following 
start times: 6 pm, 6:10 pm, 6:20 pm, and 6:30 pm. Jaycee 
Park is located on Bacon Ave. between Webster Rd. and 
Morrison Ave. 

Family Craft: Pumpkin Painting 
Saturday, October 27th, at 10:30 am 
Paint and decorate a mini pumpkin with us! Register by 
calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

Lapsit Storytime 
Mondays at 10:30 am through October 15th 

This storytime is for those from 6 months to 18 months, 
with a parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 20 minutes of 
stories, songs, and 25 minutes of playtime. 

Preschool Storytime 
Tuesdays at 10:30 am through October 16th 
The program includes 30 minutes of stories, activities and 
a craft for ages 3-6. Parents and others are asked to 
remain in the library during the program. 

Parent-Toddler Storytime 
Thursdays at 10:30 am through October 18th 
This is for ages 18 months to 3 years, with a family 
member or caregiver, for 30 minutes of activities.  

 
 

Library      

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 1 
10:30 am Lapsit 
Storytime 

2 
10:30 am 
Preschool 
Storytime 

3 
6:30 pm Holiday 
Lights Parade 
meeting 
6:30 pm Citizens 
Engagement 
Advisory Committee 
6:30 pm An 
Introduction to 
Mindfulness 
Meditation 

4 
10:30 am 
Parent-Toddler 
Storytime 
6:30 pm Family 
Craft: Mummy 
Candles 

5 6 

7 
4:00 pm Historical 

Committee 

8 
10:30 am Lapsit 
Storytime 
7:00 pm Tree 
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm City 
Council Meeting 
7:30 pm Zoning 
Board of Appeals 

9 
8:30 am Final 
Day to Register 
for November 
Election 
10:30 am 
Preschool 
Storytime 
12:30 pm 
Afternoon Book 
Club 
6:30 pm Copper 
Miners: Trials 
and Tribulations 
in 1913 in 
Michigan's 
Copper Country 

10 
8:30 am DDA 
Meeting 

11 
10:30 am 
Parent-Toddler 
Storytime 
6:30 pm Town 
Hall Meeting 
7:00 pm Parks 
and Recreation 
Advisory Board 
7:00 pm 90th 
Birthday 
Celebration for 
Berkley Library 

12 13 

14 

15 
10:30 am Lapsit 
Storytime 
6:30 pm Family 
Evening 
Storytime 

16 
10:30 am 
Preschool 
Storytime 

17 
7:00 pm Library 
Board Meeting - 
Canceled 

18 
10:00 am Senior 
Trips: MGM 
Casino 
10:30 am 
Parent-Toddler 
Storytime 
5:00 pm Friends 
Fall Sale at 
Berkley Public 
Library 
6:30 pm Berkley 
Reading Society 

19 
8:00 am 
Chamber Chat 
10:00 am 
Friends Fall Sale 
at Berkley 
Public Library 

20 
10:00 am 
Friends Fall 
Sale at Berkley 
Public Library 

21 

22 
7:00 pm City 
Council Meeting 

23 
4:00 pm Paper 
Circuits 
7:30 pm 
Planning 
Commission 
Meeting 

24 25 
11:30 am Senior 
Trips: Lunch 
Outing at Camp 
Ticonderoga 
6:00 pm Tale on 
the Trail Kickoff 
at Jaycee Park 

26 
8:00 am 18th 
Annual State of 
the Cities 

27 
10:30 am 
Family Craft: 
Pumpkin 
Painting 

28 

29 
5:00 pm Berkley 
Book Fest 

30 
6:30 pm Sister 
Pie! Book Talk 
and Book Signing 

31    
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